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EXTEACTS PEOM THE LETTER-BOOKS OP LIEU- 
TENANT ENOS EEEVES, OP THE PENNSYLVANIA 
LINE. 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN B. REEVES, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA. 

(Continued from page 256.) 

[Letter 226.] 

" On the morning of the 7 th I moved on alone for this 
place ; the road was good, the horse went tolerable, and I 
was in a good frame of mind. I had nothing to do, but 
reflect and meditate on past adventures. In my mind I re- 
turned to thee my friend, and passed thro' all our different 
amusements. I paid a visit to the lass with the Golden 
Hair in Jersey and took an agreeable round among all my 
acquaintance there ; and could not but regret the happy 
moments past; which in all probability was never to return 
in the same place. Newark, Elizabethtown, Connecticut 
Farms — was reviewed over. The Doctor's agreeable family 
there, and the only hope of it — my pretty Little Polly Cook 
Holstead, the happy child of two happy parents. To 
Shrewesbury among that agreeable circle, and there with 
my good old friend. Let me never forget the name of Tole, 
who out of pure friendship and regard offer' d to be my 
treasurer, banker, proprietor and all, if I should be so un- 
fortunate as to fall into the hands of a cruel and merciless 
enemy — " Co my friend" said he, " call upon M* Walton in 
New York for what money you may want." A tear of 
gratitude started in my eye, 'twas followed by one of friend- 
ship from each of theirs, from a consciousness of doing 
good. Happy ! happy people ! that from a desire to befriend 
a stranger can enjoy so much of supreme felicity. Sure the 
satisfaction of doing good, even in this "World, richly re- 
pays a heart of true sensibility. May the Cod of good 
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shower down his blessings upon thee, and thy seed forever 
and ever ! He that puts his trust in him shall not be de- 
ceived ! And as it is obvious that I have been a child of 
thy peculiar care, from my cradle to this time, raising up 
friends for me in the midst of strangers; and truly veri- 
fying thy word, that thou wilt be a father to the fatherless, 
and a friend to those in distress. Oh ! Grant me a heart to 
be truly sensible of the innumerable Blessings received at 
thy all Bountifull hand; 'tis all the tribute an insolvent 
Debtor can pay. Amen ! 

" I then was carried to Reading and ranging thro' the dif- 
ferent habitations of my well known acquaintances, I was 
transported in the full force of imagination, to thee, thou 
Metropolis of America, fair seat of Commerce, where the 
collected Wisdom of the American States sits in important 
deliberation, for the security and honour thereof. Fair 
City! transported to Friendship and Love, happy hour! 
After the tribute due to the first, with what eager heart did 
I hurry from place to place till I found my Dear. The 
quick motion of my pulse at this instant, the palpitations at 
heart ; the agreeable thrill thro' all my veins, from the bare 
recollections of the fancey'd scene, can witness the happi- 
ness I felt. What unspeakable satisfaction I felt, to see a 
tear of joy start in the eye, and when I had the fair, lovely 
maid folded in my arms, and held to me all that was dear ! 
With her head reclined on my shoulder, I felt her little 
heart, like a bird fluttering in its cage ; as if it wanted to 
beat itself to death, and lisping out with a faultering accent, 
Oh! My dear, dear E^" 8 ! are you once more returned! 
and held me fast. There is a pleasure in the bare repetition, 
that is almost painfull. Happy morning ride ! — a most 
agreeable sixteen Miles ! that too soon passed away. De- 
lightfull frame of mind ! that makes retirement agreeable, 
and is an over balance for the want of company. Would to 
Heaven I could always command thee! When I arrived 
at Colonel Long's, where I put up, about a mile from Hali- 
fax, several ladies residing in the town were out on a visit, 
with whom I spent the afternoon and drank tea. The gen- 
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tlemen had walk'd to Town. I found them very agreeable 
company. 

" Halifax, N. 0. 
" Jany 7 tt 1782." 

[Letter 227.] 

" In the evening of the sixth Co 1 Long arrived, who is an 
agreeable gentleman, about the age of 45, of a fine consti- 
tution and of good countenance. By him I was introduced 
to Co 1 Ashe, who commanded one of the regular regi- 
ments of this State to the northward, with him I soon 
made an acquaintance, and with him I breakfasted on the 
morning of the 7 th Inst. He has a very agreeable, cheerfull 
young lady for his wife. After breakfast we walk'd to 
the town, which is near half a mile from his house, and re- 
turned to dinner. The town is pleasantly situated on the 
banks of the Eoanoke River ; it has one main and some 
cross streets, and contains about twenty-five dwelling-houses. 
When the ports were open, it was a good place of Trade ; it 
has at present three stores, but they sell extravagantly dear. 
Such linens as formerly sold for three shillings, is now sold 
here for two dollars and a half, hard money per y d , Salt 
three dollars per bushel, and other things in proportion. I 
supped and spent the evening with Col. Ashe and his lady, 
at cards and backgammon, and staid all night. Breakfasted 
at Colonel Long's on the eighth, and set off on my return 
about 11 o'clock. 

" I was treated very genteely at Col. Long's, and had an 
invitation if I should return. The inhabitants of the town 
and neighbourhood seem to be a free, sociable, genteel set of 
people, the ladies of the place dress very gay, and are re- 
mark'd for their sociability. I arrived at Colonel Alston's 
to dinner, and put up for the day. This is a very agreeable 
family ; he is a man of few words but exceeding kind ; his 
lady who has been almost a beauty, is handsome yet ; has 
five children, two of the number twins, and so exact a re- 
semblance they bear to each other, that for my life I could 
not tell them apart, tho' this was the second night I lodged 
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in the family. But what most surprised me, was to see their 
father, once or twice mistaken. 

" On the morning of the 9 th , I set out for a forty-five miles 
ride ; I however got lost hefore I got into the main road. I 
took the first path that I supposed led the right way and 
found myself wound up in such a lahyrinth, that I was 
much afraid I should not be able to extricate myself out of 
it. In the midst of a thicket I came to a little genteel 
house belonging to a Scotchman, who came out to meet 
me ; almost insisted on my stopping to take some Brandy 
and breakfast with him. He had a genteel address, and 
looked as if he deserved a better Tenement. He wanted to 
send a servant to show me the way, but when I refused, he 
repeated his directions several times, walked with me a con- 
siderable distance and seemed to express so much anxiety 
for fear I should miss my way, that I found myself greatly 
attached to him. Here is a specimen of that virtue which 
costs a man very little and yet is all; or as some authors 
define it — That which makes a man happy in himself and 
agreeable to others. I mean true Politeness. How much 
unlike the man who is forever at variance with himself, and 
quarreling with everything that comes near him ; he would 
have sat in his house 'till I called and then scarcely deign 
me an answer. His deportment told me at first sight what 
he was, God has wisely order'd, that every man's counte- 
nance should be as a window, through which you may look 
into his very soul. I soon after came into the main road at 
an Ordinary, which looked so much worse than the one I 
have lately given you a description of, that I durst not ven- 
ture in. About three in the afternoon I came to the one 
before mention'd (to get my horse fed), the only two be- 
tween Halifax and this place fifty-six miles. What with 
the delay I met with in having it done, and the time I spent 
in looking over some Philadelphia newspapers, I had not 
daylight enough to bring me here, and took up my abode at 
a Major Bullock's, who I had seen before, and was treated 
very kindly. I arrived about noon on the tenth, and found 
the Doctor so uneasy about my stay, that in another day I 
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should have had an express sent to find out what was the 
cause. My business to Halifax was to get necessaries for 
the sick, in which I was entirely disappointed, as the Comis- 
sary General was absent. The Doctor was somewhat more 
fortunate at home, for he came this way, he got an order for 
a small quantity of sugar and a few gallons of Rum. I 
however, was not displeased with my ride as I had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the country. 

" WlLLIAMSBOROTOH N. C. 

"Jan r 11 th 1782." 

[Letter 228.] 

" A few days ago I received an invitation to dinner, from 
Col. Williams, who is Justice of the Peace, Chief Judge of 
the Court ; and Proprietor of this town, from whom it takes 
its name. He is about 50, has a good constitution, great 
flow of spirits and can drink and swear with any man of 
thirty. He served some time as a Member of Congress, 
and is here in high repute. "We had a genteel dinner, and 
spent the afternoon cheerfully ; toward the evening it began 
to snow and hail severely, which caused me to remain all 
night. After dark Lieut. Governor Martin, of this State, 
arrived, with whom I supped and spent the evening. He at 
present bears the weight of government, and has done so 
since the unfortunate Governor Burke was made prisoner 
by a party of Tories and carried to the enemy, who at that 
time was in possession of Wilmington. He was taken in 
the heart of the State and convey'd thro' bye ways to the 
enemy. Indeed the situation and quantity of woods, and 
the cultivated land in this country, would make it practical 
for a small party to travel to the farthest extremity of the 
State and return in safety. 

" I found the Governor to be free and easy of Address 
and exceeding good company. After Breakfast the next 
morning, I returned home. But the snow had retired 
before me — the Sun here has such power, that if it shines, 
the snow is gone immediately. 

" WlLLIAMSBOEOUGH N. C. 

"Jan r 15 th 82." 
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[Letter 230. 1 ] 

" Not long since I was introduced to Mr. William King, 
who I found to be much of the gentleman ; from him I 
received an invitation to accompany him down to Ports- 
mouth and Norfolk in Virginia. I promised myself a great 
deal of pleasure from the journey and thence was deter- 
mined to go. Accordingly, after making preparations, I 
set off on the morning of the 31"' ult°. I had not got far 

before it began to snow. I arrived at M™ J about 10 

o'clock, but the company that was to go with me to Bruns- 
wick, gave it up (M r Geo King and Lady), as the day proved 
so bad, and M M K — g was very unwell. I had a previous 
invitation to an Entertainment at Colonel Eaton's, and to 
Lose no time set out immediately for that place. I had 
eight miles to ride in the snow and arrived there just be- 
fore Dinner. The company was collected before I arrived ; 
among them was a number of gentlemen of my acquaint- 
ance, and by them I was introduced to the remainder of 
any note. The company consisted of about twenty ladies 
of the first Rank, and about three gentlemen ; had it not 
have been for the snow-storm there would have been as 
many more. "We had an elegant dinner, of such things as 
the country here affords, but no great rarities. 

" In the evening the Ball was opened by a Minuet with 
each lady in the room ; which is the custom here ; that done 
we stood up for Country Dances ; from that to Reels, and 
then to Jiggs. In the Minuet the Ladies here excell ; Coun- 
try Dances they don't understand well ; Reels they Dance 
well enough, but Jiggs is their favorites. 'Tis customary 
for the gentlemen after the Jigg to Kiss their Partners, and 
nothing but that could have induced me to dance the 
Jiggs ; for you know I'm not fond of them. We continued 
dancing 'till about 4 o'clock in the morning, when the 
Ladies retired and the gentlemen set in for drinking and 
mischief, making a noise that kept the whole house awake, 
pulling those out of bed who attempted to sleep. Toward 

1 Letter 229 is omitted, as it contains nothing of interest. 
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day we set in for Cards, and play'd till breakfast time. We 
by degrees had the whole company at the same sport — and 
Lambs-skin, at another table. During the night it snow'd, 
hail'd, rain'd, and froze, all at once. "We had the Ladies 
out on the ice sliding, falling and playing, as it is a thing 
very unusual in this part of the world, to have such a sleet. 
There remained none of the company now but the particular 
acquaintances of the family ; we set in for Dancing again 
and danc'd 'till dinner-time, and after dinner till ten o'clock 
at night, and had much more satisfaction than the day 
before as now we had plenty of room which before we 
wanted. And the Ladies being better acquainted, was 
much more sociable, and less on the reserve. On the third 
morning of the frolic we again began with drinking and 
cards, which always hold till breakfast; after which we 
again danced several Country Dances, and a great number 
of Reels and Jiggs, Minuets etc., and about twelve o'clock 
began to prepare to depart. About two, the most of the 
company set off. I rode in company with Co 1 Barton, and 
waited on Miss Henderson to Co 1 Williamson's, where we 
dined, spent the evening and stay'd all night, and break- 
fasted on the morning of the 3 rd Instant. 

" W" M BTJKKOUGH N. C. 

"Feb* 5 th 1782." 

[Lettee 231.] 

" The Late snow and sleet here was very heavy, it laid on 
the trees, and broke down large limbs with its weight, and 
young Pines as thick as a man's thigh, were bent to the 
ground: and during the storm, (which was five days) it 
was exceeding cold. Tho' it was five or six inches deep, 
the Sun carried it off in two days. . . . 

" But my intended journey to Nanceymound, in Virginia, 
I am Obliged entirely to lay aside on account of my men's 
want of provisions. I sent some men for ten Bullocks at 
my departure, belonging to the public, but they had all 
died some time before, except two that got a distemper, 
through the neglect of the keepers. 
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" On this provision I relied to save them till my return, 
and I'm like to want, as there is no supply laid in, nor 
money in the hand of the Commissioners to purchase. 'Tis 
his place to Impress when occasion requires, but not with- 
out a special order from the Executive authority, which is 
not to be had in time, as the Seat of Government is at a 
great distance. Matters thus stated, I suppose I shall have 
to perform the disagreeable task myself. I see no alterna- 
tive. A disagreeable task indeed ! but does it reflect on 
me ? My men cannot, nor shall not starve in a plentifull 
Country. No, the reflection will fall where it ought, on the 
mismanagement and broken Policy of the State. But in 
the meantime Individuals must suffer. It distresses me 
very much. 

"Feb'' 5 th 1782 

" W"BUBEOTIGH." 

[Letter 232.] 

" On the morning of the sixth instant I set out for Har- 
risburg, with an intention either to persuade Voss to im- 
press the necessaries for me, or endeavour to quarrel him 
into the measure. I thought if I could obtain my object in 
view, I should be a great gainer, as it would be paying a 
number of quarrels with one. 

" As I pass'd M r I. Taylor's in the town, I saw a large 
retinue, a number of servants, horses, and Dragoons — I had 
just gone through the persuasive part of the story, without 
effect : — and was drawing a plan of attack, in the quarrel- 
ing part of my embassy, as a Dragoon arrived with the 
Governor's Compliments, and an invitation to dine with 
him immediately — which immediately ended the dispute, 
as the remedy was at hand. On my arrival I was intro- 
duced to the Governor, and all the company severally, by 
a gentleman in Military Dress, who ended with, — and I am 
Lieut. Colonel Jack Stewart, of the Maryland Line. I then 
discover'd who I was and the matter was settled. 

" The company consisted of the Governor, Co 1 Stewart, 
Gener 1 Parsons (of the Militia of this State) Colo 1 Taylor, 
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Comd' of this County of Granville, two Members of As- 
sembly, and two private gentlemen. The above is Gov- 
ernor Burke mentioned in Letter 228, — who has lately 
made his escape from the enemy, and has taken the reins 
of Government. He is of middle stature, thin visage, much 
marked with the smallpox and has lost his right eye; he is 
an Irishman born, by profession a Lawyer, is quick of 
apprehension, great presence of mind, and a great speaker. 
I immediately represented my situation and how I waB 
treated by these understrappers of the Government. He 
sent for Voss, gave him a reprimand, and a private Order 
to supply me with the quantity of Provisions I ask'd for. 

"L 4 Co 1 Stewart is one of the greatest oddities in Nature, 
he is six foot high, well made, and a fine presence for an 
Officer. It would be endless to recount the many extraor- 
dinary stories that are told of him. I'll just mention one 
or two in order to give you an idea of his Character. 

" At the taking of Stoney Point he commanded one of 
the advance Guards ; in crossing the Marsh his boot was 
filled with mud and water, he kicked it off and marched on 
with only one on. "When he got in to the works he came 
to some pieces of Artillery and ask'd who commanded this 
artillery, ' I do,' said a British officer. ' No by G — d, I do,' 
says he, and stab'd him on the spot. 

"At a time when he was challenged to fight a Duel 
and of course might chuse his weapons, he enter'd the 
appointed field, with his knapsack on his back, with three 
days provisions, a Musquet and Bayonet, with 60 rounds of 
ammunition, and as soon as he came within sight of his 
antagonist, he began to fire and advance, and so continued, 
and his opponent was obliged to leave him the field. We 
dined and set off for Williamsborough just before sundown, 
I did not intend to return the same night, but as I had more 
business with the Governor, I rode with him and made one 
of his Suite for the evening. 

" On the morning of the 7 th I got an Order from him for 
a sufficient quantity of Leather to supply my men, who 
were in want of shoes. 
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" One of the Burgesses was very pressing with me to 
accompany him home to Edenton, on a party of pleasure, 
hut my business would not permit. 

" The Leather not being ready I was delay'd some time 
before I got my man at work, and lucky it was for me, 
indeed, that I had a shoemaker in my party, or we might 
have went without them. I wrote to Camp a few days ago 
by a Doctor Vaughn — who stop'd here on his way thither. 

" WlLLIAMSBOROTJGH N. C. 

" Feb 18"> 1782." 

[Letter 233.] 

" I have been keeping it up for these five Days without 
intermission ; for three at home in Cornp 7 with a Cap' Peace, 
father-in-law of the Doctor, who is a fine healthy fellow 
and scorns to be behind hand with the best of us. And 
two at Co 1 Burton's, but these in a more moderate way, as 
there were Ladies in the case — Miss Henderson and a Miss 
Ridley. We likewise had the company of a Cap* Erskine, 
of Co 1 White's Cavalry, now on his way to join Gen 1 
Greene's Army, before Charleston. By him I wrote to 
Camp. 

" I wish I could take myself there, for I'm about tired 
of this place. 

" WlLLGH N. C. 

" Feb 25 th 82." 

[Letter 234.] 

" In this Country the tenth day of this month is the day 
appointed by Law for the Election of the Senate and Com- 
mons of the State. This Legislature is composed of two 
bodies, a House of Commons and a Senate, and the Execu- 
tive of a Governor and Council, who are chosen by the 
Assembly, either of the members in or out of the House, as 
shall be thought most requisite for the good of the Public. 

" Doctor King is about to set up as a Candidate for the 

Senate, at the ensuing Election. For to make interest for 

that purpose, I took a ride with him among his friends in 

the upper part of the County, on the first Instant. We was 

Vol. xxi. — 26 
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at what is call'd a Petty Muster, where the whole was in 
his favour. The Militia here is under no kind of order, 
they may appear or let it alone, as they think Proper, 
without any danger of fines or any other Penalty. 

" We spent two or three days with Co 1 Dickinson, who 
is a man of great property. He is a Sportsman, and 
entertains all kinds of Company : he is without a child in 
the World, yet is so craveing that he keeps a Tavern in 
his own house. The first thing I saw on my entrance 
was a Free Mulatto and a White man seated on the hearth, 
foot to foot, playing all fours hy firelight, at a Dollar a 
game. We as guests retired into one of the rooms and 
Laid siege to his Brandy. 

" On the 2nd, in the morning, there fell a severe snow ; 
on the 4 th I returned home, and intended to go to Halifax : 
the water courses proved bo high, that I was obliged to 
wait another opportunity. 

" On the 11 th we went to the Election ; the weather proved 
bad and but few people appeared. We retired to Major 
Potter's, where the Doctor, Col. Hawkins and Col. Gill, 
two of the candidates spent the evening. On the 12 th , 
there was a large concourse of people : when this Co 1 Gill 
was Elected for the Senate and Gen. Parsons and Col. 
Hawkins for the Commons. The Doctor was thrown out 
by about 20 votes, by reason of Tar River being past ford- 
ing from the freshets, and his interest lay chiefly on that 
side. 

"We again spent the evening at the same place, with 
several strangers and Co 1 Hawkins, who I found to be a 
sensible, clever fellow and mnch of the Gentleman. 

» wimsgh N. C. 
" March 13" 1 1782." 

[Lettee 235.] 

" On the morning of the 14 th instant I set off for Halifax 
once more, and rode on by myself; I arrived at Co 1 Willis 
Alston's just in the evening where I was genteely enter- 
tained and proceeded on to Halifax on the 15 th . I put up 
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at Co 1 Long's, where I was very politely received ; and 
entertained with their accustomed or more than ordinary 
Civility. In the town I met with a number of the officers 
of the North Carolina Line, with whom I was formerly 
acquainted, who were very happy to see me and seem'd to 
take a particular pleasure in introducing me to the principal 
families of the place. 

" I met with several of the Ladies with whom I made an 
acquaintance, the last time I was in the Town, and was 
exceeding genteely entertained. Drank tea with Miss 
Dudley, dined and breakfasted at Co 1 Long's. Dined the 
next day with some of the officers, drank Coffee at Mr. 
Kidd's, sup'd and spent the evening with Co 1 Ashe, in 
company of several young Ladies. I found the place the 
most agreeable of any that I have been in in this State, and 
I believe had I have had the same acquaintance before that 
I should have spent the most of my spare time here. I 
likewise met here Lt. Blewer, of the 4 Penna. Regt. and 
an officer of the Maryland Line, with a party on their way 
to the Southern Army. They intended to go the Lower 
Eoad, but upon a representation of the difficulties they 
would meet with on the account of the scarcity of pro- 
visions that way, changed their purpose and have promis'd 
to join me at Hillsborough. My men not being properly 
armed I apply'd to Governor Burke for arms, who denied 
me, giving as a reason that the arms belonged to the State, 
therefore he could not give them to Continental Troops, 
rather letting me and my men run the chance of being 
captured by some inconsiderable party, than part with a 
few stand. 

" You must know that a Certain Mr. Fanning, an active 
Tory Chief in the Southern part of this State, has been 
doing considerable mischief, and the most of my men being 
in a bad state of health when left behind, had given up 
their arms that at present I can muster but ten stand to 
thirty-three men. However, if the aforesaid gentlemen 
don't again change their mind, we shall be sufficiently 
strong. I wanted some clothing for my men who are about 
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naked, and some Camp-Kettels, but was disappointed in 
all. 

" On the 18 th I returned to Alston's, where I spent the 
evening. On the morning of the 19 th , I set off for this place. 
I came by the small house in the road, mentioned in Letter 
227, which turned out to be the nearest way I could take. 
He again pressed me to dismount and take breakfast and 
a glass of Brandy, and was so much prepossessed in his 
favour, that I could not refuse. The gentleman is called 
Colonel Palmer, a most amiable character. I was however, 
mistaken in his Country, which was very easy, he is an 
Englishman, educated in Scotland. Every thing in his 
house appeared genteel; the furniture rich. I breakfasted 
and spent an hour very agreeably. I found him to be a 
man of education, and who was almost a universal traveler; 
and knew the World and had read mankind well. He was 
easy in address and had a great flow of spirits ; he has an 
agreeable wife and a fine son about ten years old. He lives 
here retired and has improved the place much. 

"I arrived at Doctor King's just after dark, and found 
that agreeable family well, — with the addition of the com- 
pany of Capt Pearce. 

" WlLLIAMSBOKOUGH N. C. 

" March 20" 1 1782." 

[Letter 236.] 

" I took a walk to the town in order to recreate myself, 
and when I drew near I heard a man crying out ' one hun- 
dred pounds ! who bids any more ?' I drew near the circle, 
there stood a mulatto slave for sale; he was about forty 
years of age, of a good presence, but his countenance fallen. 
One hundred and five pounds, God help thee thought I! 
' Are you strong,' says one — he looked down at his legs 
and thighs — he seemed to have been half starved. His lip 
quivered ; my heart sympathized with him. ' One hundred 
and ten pounds ! What, no body give any more for this slave 
who may live these twenty years.' God knows, he looked 
much more likely to die in five. 'Twas not sufficient to sell 
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him like a brute ; lie was jeered and insulted in his distress. 
He seemed to have a feeling for his own situation, the tears 
ran trickling down his cheeks 'till his rags in front was quite 
wet. The most of the slaves in this part of the World 
seem to be clothed in rags, if you can call it clothing. They 
have but one suit a year given them ; — I mean those that 
are the best clad, — some have not that. It is a shirt-jacket 
and breeches made out of coarse cotton, 111 spun, badly 
wove, and worse made. It commonly lasts about a month. 
Heavens ! is this Liberty ? — is this the Land of Liberty, I've 
been fighting for these six years ? 'Tis but the name. 
Where so many thousands are held in perpetual slavery 
and what is worse no measures taken to alter it — The 
slaves are kept in total ignorance, they hardly know there 
is a God, a great sin in a country so enlightened as ours. 
But I am of the opinion that it would be somewhat difficult 
to alter it at present. 

" I am now in readiness to move ; and expect to march in 
a day or two after a stay of three months and as many 
weeks. My next packet I expect will be on the road or 
perhaps not till I arrive at the Southern Army. 

" WlLLIAMSBOEODGH N. C. 

" March 21" 1782." 

[Letter 237.] 

" I am once more on my march and should be exceeding 
happy if I had company. I left Williamsborough and all 
my friends there on the 22nd instant, and arrived at Major 
Potter's. On the morning of the 23 rd bid adieu to that kind 
family and proceeded to Hillsborough ; had some difficulty 
in getting five days provisions. I myself crossed Tar River 
and lodged with an honest, plain old gentleman, of the 
name of Gauze who had three or four awkward daughters. 
I rode with two of them as far as their church on the morn- 
ing of the 24th, and arrived at Col. Stephen Moore's in the 
afternoon. I was highly diverted with their coarse sim- 
plicity. Col. Moore is a plain man, but one who knows the 
World, and is a man of business, he is D. Q r M r to the State 
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of Worth Carolina. His house is beautifully situated on a 
hill, which commands a view of the whole Country round. 
On the morning of the 25th, I was surprised to find it was 
snowing very hard, which continued all the day and caused 
me to halt. The peach-trees were in full blossom, and cov- 
ered with snow, you could see a blush of red through it, 
which to me was a lively resemblance of beauty in distress, 
and in distress they truly were, for a like accident happened 
them about a week before I marched and killed the most of 
them. It is a mere accident in this Country to have a good 
fruit year, on account of the changeable weather, which is 
some days like Summer, and the next perhaps as cold as 
"Winter — a very hard frost followed in the evening. 

" On the 26 th we marched on, crossed Flat River and 
Little River, at fording places, and took Hillsborough in my 
way, according to promise with expectation of meeting with 
Lieut. Blewer and company according to appointment made 
at Halifax. This being a day after the time, I began to con- 
clude they had again changed their mind, which had before 
veered like a weather-cock with every wind. It would not 
have troubled me in the least had they not deceived me with 
regard to my arms and ammunition. I spent the evening 
with Co 1 Few, a member of Congress from Georgia, and 
several North Carolina officers, and gentlemen of the town. 
I retired to bed soon, as I had been very unwell for several 
days and still continued. 

" Hillsborough takes its name from its situation, being sur- 
rounded with hills on all sides. It is built on the declivity 
of a hill and contains about 40 houses, some of which are 
tolerable genteel; there is a good Church and a small 
Market house, which is stockaded at present and a guard 
kept in it, to secure the town against one Fanning, an out- 
law, horsethief, murderer, and a British Colonel ; 'tis such 
men as these they have employed and commissioned, to 
carry their favorite scheme of reducing this Country ; and 
not only employed the Savages, but do encourage our own 
slaves to run away from their Masters, and then arm them 
to cut their throats. I believe no power ever fell upon such 
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low methods to carry on a war and reduce a Country as 
England has since the commencement of this. This fellow 
has a range of forty miles, and the most of the inhabitants 
within it are his friends, (a poor ignorant set) ; and he was 
himself a servant in this neighborhood, and always a noted 
villian. He can muster upon occasions forty odd men, men 
who have deserved the gallows, (the most of them), and 
have joined him and become desperate, knowing if they are 
taken, they will be hung. Their cruelties exceed anything 
I have heard of, for where they have a pique, they murder 
men and women. A few days ago he came to a place where 
there was a wedding, called a young fellow out, shot him on 
the spot, and endeavoured to make his horse trample on the 
dead body, but the horse being less of the brute than his 
master, could not be prevailed upon to do it. He has the 
advantage of any party that is sent against him, having 
stolen the fastest running horse in the country, which he 
keeps always ready for himself and minions. 

(To be continued.) 



